










Lee Khiok Hua (Gehu) 
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Lee Khiok Hua participated in Chinese orchestra activities in his secondary 
school days and was under the tutelage of Yong Phew Kheng. He joined 
the Youth Chinese Orchestra of the Ministry of Education (MOE) in 1969. He 
was also under the tutelage of Fu Jin Hong and Zhao Zhen Xiao, who was 
former principal cellist of Singapore Symphony Orchestra. Lee was 
formerly the cello/ bass sectional leader with the PA Chinese Orchestra and 
the conductor and leader of the PA Youth Chinese Orchestra. He is 
currently a cellist w ith SCO. Besides that, he is also involved in the 
conducting and coach ing of Li De Chuan Xin Tang Chinese Orchestra and 
various school Chinese orchestras. 
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Sim Boon Yew (Zhonghu) 
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Sim Boon Yew is a well-known Chinese orchestral music practitioner. 
Presently a zhonghu player in SCO, Sim shows his love towards Chinese 
orchestral music by actively promoting it in the community. In 2001 , he was 
conferred the Public Service Award by the President of Singapore. In 1989, 
Sim Boon Yew pursued his advanced studies in conducting and orchestral 
music arranging and composing under the tutelage of Xia Fei Yun and Hu 
Deng Tiao at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He continued his studies 
under Li Hua De after his return from Shanghai. Sim has been the 
Conductor of Keat Hong Chinese Orchestra since 1981. He has also 
arranged more than 150 Chinese orchestral pieces of various forms. 
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Tao Kai Li (Banhu) 
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Tao Kai Li is a gaohu and banhu musician with SCO. She began to learn erhu 
at the age offive. At the age of eight, she joined the Nanjing Xiao Hong Hua 
Art Group and was selected to perform in Japan at the age of 12. In 1992, 
Tao entered the China Conservatory of Music in Beijing where she learned 
erhu, gaohu and banhu from huqin Mastero Liu Ming Yuan. In 1996, she 
entered Shanghai Chinese Orchestra and learned from huqin maestro Min 
Hui Fen. Tao won the second prize of the 1993 China National Erhu 
Competition Open Category that was held in conjunction with "the 1 OOth 
birthday of Hua Yan Jun': the famous erhu artist. 
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Foong Chui San (Ruan) 
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Foong Chui San started learning ruan and liuqin at a very young age. She 
joined t he People's Association Youth Chinese Orchestra (PAYCO) in 198S 
and was the leader of its plucked string section, its zhongruan principal 
player and it s committee chairperson. In 1991, she won third prize in the 
8th National Music Competition Zhongruan Open Section and the National 
Chinese Instrumental Solo Performance Open Competition the following 
year. She joined SCO as a ruan musician in 1997. In 1998, Foong received 
the SCO scholarship and went to Shanghai Conservatory of Music to study 
ruan under the renowned liuqin and zhongruan performer, Wu Qiang. 
Foong is currently an instructor for numerous school Chinese orchestras. 
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Qu Jian Qing (Yangqin) 
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Qu Jian Qing is currently SCO principal yangqin musician, Committee 
Member of the Singapore Chinese Inst rumental Music Association, 
Committee Member of the Cimbalom (Yangqin) World Association, 
Honorary Committee Member of the Yangqin Professional Committee of 
the China Ethnic Music Society, on top of being the member of the China 
Musicians' Association (Shanghai Branch). Born in Shanghai, Qu began 
learning yangqin at the age of nine under the tutelage of Wang You De, and 
by the age of 13, was accepted by t he Shanghai Chinese Orchestra due to 
her extraordinary talent. Over the years, she has also received tutelage 
under various yangqin masters like Xiang Zu Hua, Pang Bo-er and Zhang 
Xiao Feng. She current ly teaches at the National University of Singapore 
and National Institute of Education. Her students have won awards at 
various competitions. 
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